
Mike Berry's art is good for Knoxville. But he isn't all that

interested in PR work. He's just an artist who loves paint-

ing his city. He is inspired by what he calls the life force of

downtown. He will see an image, a contrast of color, and

then paints it in a rich styl~ that magnifies his subject

matter. His paintings breathe life into downtown with

their colorful style and impressionistic images. Berry's .

work is unintentionally yet inevitably good press for the

downtown movement. And Berry is just fine with that.

"I like for my work to go beyond me," says Berry. "I live

downtown and I love it. That love goes hand-in-hand with

the artwork."

An unexpected admirer noticed amplified style:

Pilot Oil.Their appreciation for the way Berry por-

trayed Knoxville eventually lead to a progressive

advertising campaign fueled by the artist's

bright style.

Now, that style hangs for all to see,

. big and bright, on billboards all

over town, the partnership a

symbol of how an artist

can work within the
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